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Appraiser Caroline Ashleigh, left, was at the
Burton Senior Center, Jan. 14.

Appraiser gives tips on how to build and maintain a collection
BY ROBERTO ACOSTA

BURTON — Appraiser Caroline Ashleigh said her
love affair with collectibles began when she was a
young child.

Ashleigh, a veteran of the popular PBS series,
Antiques Roadshow, received a miniature tinplate
carousel from her father as a child.

“That’s the one thing from my childhood that
launched my career” she told a crowd at the Burton
Senior Center on Thursday. Ashleigh recalled out
loud the small German carousel turned clockwise
and counter-clockwise and include sounds from “a
wilting music box.”

“I would sit on the edge of my bed and watch this thing go around and around,” she said.
“I would become mesmerized.”

She told the assembled crowd “I think that was really when I was bitten by the bug” and
Ashleigh began searching for where the item came from, who made it and pricing. From
that beginning, Ashleigh now advises people on starting their own collections, appraising
or in helping people make some money off their investments in collectibles and antiques.

“That’s what I get up for every day,” she said. “It’s my life.”

Ashleigh asked the crowd what they collected, and she received answers from old figurines
from grandparents, to movable and pop-up books to antique jewelry.

“I think that collecting is really basically an expression of self,” she said, in that it shows
interests, history and personality of the collector. Ashleigh said collectors generally break
down into one of two categories.

One category is the people who have a passion for something.

“They’re really enthusiastic about what they collect and they love what they collect,” she
said. A second group are those who buy for commodity, or financial gain, which Ashleigh
called a “floating crap game” because prices can go high one day and vanish the next
depending on the marketplace.

She said those who really want to make some financial strides in collecting have

to do it with gusto” and not be afraid to make mistakes or invest money in something that
could make for a good investment.

Ashleigh said people collect usually for one of the two reasons, but kidded that collecting
sometimes isn’t very rational, quipping it’s “kind of like love”.

She said building and maintaining a col- lection takes time and work, including going to
antique stores, auctions, flea markets or tax sales to look for items. After purchasing the
items, Ashleigh, a graduate of New York University in Appraisal Studies in Fine and
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Decorative Arts and founder of Caroline Ashleigh Associates, LLC, a firm based out of
Birmingham that provides appraisal and auction services, says there are some key steps
that need to be taken.

Budding collectors and veterans alike should document new items, take delicate care of
any collectibles or antiques, have them appraised for current valuable to insure worth, and
have a plan in place on whom the items will go to in the future.

“It’s better to think about these things with proper advisors before the fact, than after,” she
said. Ashleigh gives that advice to people she talks with on the Antiques Roadshow as
well, which she has been a contributor on since 1995, seeing 3,000 people a day at some
events.

She called the work required there by appraisers as “shotgun fire” and using the question
of “is

is or is it ain’t” with appraisers having to determine several things, such as authenticity,
provenance (historical value), quality, condition, rarity and other criteria in rapid
succession.

“We have one New York second to look at everything, to evaluate and assign a value to the
piece,” Ashleigh said

One of the more interesting things brought in for appraisal, she stated, was a person who
claimed they had a lock of hair from Abraham Lincoln.

She noted the roadshow doesn’t have scientific testing capabilties or DNA testing available
on-site. Ashleigh said while there are many experts in the field, collectors should also do
some research for themselves when buying an item or trying to learn its’ history.

For more information on Caroline Ashleigh Associates, visit www.appraiseyourart.com or
www.auctionyourart.com.
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